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Background 
 

Today, there are more than 650 million persons with disabilities around the world2. The World Disability 
Report3 published by World Health Organization (WHO) and World Bank (WB) states that 15 per cent of 
the world population have some form of disabilities. Over 80% of the persons with disabilities live in 
isolated rural areas in developing countries. Some 62 million children of primary school age have a 
disability and 186 million children with disabilities have not completed primary school education. 
Furthermore, fewer than 2% of children with disabilities in developing countries are in school4.  
 
Persons with disabilities often suffer from discrimination, fewer economic opportunities and higher 
rates of poverty and social exclusion. Their daily lives are specifically impeded through inadequate legal 
frameworks for protecting their rights, lack of financial and skilled human resources to carry out their 
activities, lack of opportunities for access to education and information, high cost of assistive 
technologies, lack of services available to them, absence of large networks of disability groups to share 
resources with each other, and many other factors. 
 
Disability is a cross-cutting issue and all the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have relevance to 
disability and persons with disabilities. Although the commitment of the United Nations to the rights of 
persons with disabilities and their inclusion are implied in all aspects of the Goals, this does not 
automatically result in their inclusion in either general or targeted MDGs efforts. 
 
The commitment of the United Nations (UN) to the rights of persons with disabilities was codified into 
the United Nations Convention in 2006. The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(UNCRPD), together with the World Programme of Action and the Standard Rules on Equalization of 
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, provides a strengthened international normative framework 
for disability-inclusive development. It has provided an impetus and a unique platform from which to 
engage the broader global development community5. 
 
However, the current global economic downturn has had devastating effects on the lives of many in 
both developed and developing countries. The pace of recovery is slow and uneven across countries, 
especially in developing economies, and the recovery will be insufficient to achieve meaningful 
improvements in social conditions in most countries. A possible decrease in public spending could 
further exacerbate the situation of persons with disabilities who already experience inadequate access 
to social services, education and job opportunities, particularly in developing countries.  

                                                           
2
 UNenable. Factsheet on Persons with Disabilities. http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=18 

3 World Health Organization, World Bank (2011). World Disability Report. Geneva. 

http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/index.html 
4
 UNESCO (2010). Education for All Global Monitoring Report. Paris. 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001866/186606E.pdf  
5
 United Nations (2010). Keeping the promise: realizing the Millennium Development Goals for persons with disabilities 

towards 2015 and beyond. Report of the Secretary-General, sixty-fifth session, July 2010, Item 27 (b) of the provisional 
agenda. http://www.un.org/disabilities  
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Against the backdrop of multiple global crises and emerging challenges, Governments, together with 
the development community, have responded in various ways by undertaking specific policy measures, 
and new initiatives. The challenge now is to fully take into account the situations of persons with 
disabilities and to incorporate their needs and concerns into crisis-related adjustments to make 
responses available to everyone. 
 
The UNCRPD reaffirms disabled people's human rights and signals a further major step in their journey 
to becoming full and equal citizens. The UNCRPD provides a comprehensive framework which ensures 
the equal enjoyment of universal human rights and fundamental freedoms by persons with disabilities. 
It is also a guiding document for the countries which aim to address policy-making and legislation issues 
that are relevant to the needs of persons with disabilities, as well as provide better access to education 
and information, encourage diverse stakeholders in creating and providing more accessible and 
affordable content, services and products for persons with disabilities, as well as to empower them to 
participate in political, economic and cultural life. 
 
The growing number of ratifications of the UNCRPD and its optional protocol indicates a paradigm shift 
in conceptualizing disability. It also shows a move away from relating persons with disabilities as charity, 
medical treatment and social protection. Since the adoption of the UNCRPD in 2006, some progress has 
been made in improving access to information and knowledge for persons with disabilities around the 
world. However, there has been little focused attention on realizing the UNCRPD principles in  
the core sectors of education and employment. The need to realize UNCRPD from the  
ground up by learning and documenting local and innovative practices, therefore, becomes imperative. 
Numerous reports and innovative projects have already provided evidence that Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICTs) have the potential to make significant improvements in the lives of 
these persons, allowing them to enhance their social and economic integration in communities by 
enlarging the scope of activities available to them.  
 
Against this background, there is a need for wider dialogue among various stakeholders – the 
government, persons with disabilities and their families, disabled people’s organizations, civil society, 
and the private sector – at the local, national and international levels, to better understand the 
challenges, to remove the barriers and to harness the potential of persons with disabilities. There is a 
need for dialogue on expanding the choices and opportunities available to people with disabilities, to 
improve their access to education, information and knowledge, and to enhance their capabilities, 
particularly in the context of low-skilled and poorly-regulated labour markets. 
 
Building on the UNCRPD and its unique mandate to education, communication and information 
within the United Nations system, UNESCO, in close cooperation with international, regional and 
national partners is pleased to announce plans to host an international conference entitled “From 
Exclusion to Empowerment: The Role of Information and Communication Technologies for Persons 
with Disabilities” in New Delhi, India (tentatively 3-5 December 2014). 
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Objectives of the international conference 
 
The major objective of this international 
conference is to promote the human rights 
and fundamental freedoms of persons with 
disabilities and encourage all stakeholders to 
take concrete measures for the 
empowerment of persons with disabilities 
through the use of ICTs.  
 
The conference will establish clear thematic 
linkages between the following articles of the 
UN Convention (UNCRPD): 
   

 Article 6 – Women with Disabilities,  

 Article 9 – Accessibility;  

 Article 21 – Freedom of Expression and 
Opinion, Access to Information;  

 Article 24 – Education;  

 Article 27 – Work and employment 

 Article 32 – International cooperation. 
 
 
 
Other objectives of the conference are to: 
 
1. Raise public awareness among policy and decision makers, organizations for disabled people, public and 

private organizations, industry, media and education as well as professionals and civil society at large of the 
significance and complexity of disability issues, and the sense of urgency for taking concrete measures and 
action; 

2.  Provide assistance to UNESCO’s Member States in the implementation of the international commitments 
related to the inclusion and empowerment of persons with disabilities and ICTs in a comprehensive and 
coherent manner; 

3. Identify existing challenges and barriers from most recent international experiences in fields of different 
disability that may contribute to development of programmes and services for people with disability and 
people working in the field; 

4.  Share good practices, policies and solutions; and encourage constructive communication among people 
working in the field; 

5.   Better understand and promote the application of ubiquitous, affordable and accessible ICTs and ATs for 
persons with disabilities to access information and knowledge, education, rehabilitation, employment and 
social participation; 

6.  Encourage various stakeholders to design and provide accessible and affordable content, services and 
concrete solutions, as well as programmes for persons with disabilities, particularly for accessing information 
and knowledge; 

7.   Encourage national and international cooperation among various stakeholders; and 
8. Propose an Action Plan on the implementation of UNCRPD (Conference Declaration). 
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Working modalities during the international conference 
 
The international conference programme will include plenary and break-out parallel sessions dedicated to 
various thematic issues.  
 
There will be six plenary sessions: one at the opening and one at the closing of the event, and one per day for 
each themed track with a keynote speaker. Keynote speakers for the plenary sessions will be selected by UNESCO 
and the Planning Committee and will deliver presentations (30 minutes) followed by discussion with the 
audience. One of the plenary sessions will be dedicated to the adoption of the Conference Declaration and Action 
Plan.  
 
A special session will be dedicated to the film festival. The 16 break-out parallel sessions will concentrate on 
specific thematic issues linked to the UNCRPD as follows: 
 

Training workshops for national participants 

Film Festival 

Women with Disabilities (Article 6) 

Inclusive  
Education  
(Article 24)  

 

Freedom of Expression  
and Opinion,  

Access to Information  
(Article 21) 

Participation in 
cultural life, 
recreation,  

leisure and sport 
(Article 30) 

 
Work and 

employment  
(Article 27) 

Accessibility 
(Article 9) 

International 
cooperation  
(Article 32) 

Conference Declaration and Action Plan 

 
There will also be smaller, more interactive and participatory break-out sessions made up of presentations and 
panels. The leader of the themed track will be requested to provide inputs to the preparation of the Conference 
Declaration. 
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Expected outcomes of the Conference  
 
1. Best practices, critical barriers, and challenges discussed and innovative solutions and practices identified. 
2. Documented and shared case studies from different parts of the world that illustrate stakeholders’ 

engagement and introduction of policies to harness the potential of people with disabilities. 
3. Recommendations on specific actions to improve the status quo of people with disabilities with regards to 

the role of ICTs in increasing access to social services, education and job opportunities. 
4. Proceedings of the conference capturing the main debates and discussions. These will include shared lessons 

on successful policies and mechanisms that contribute to strengthen national and international normative 
frameworks for disability-inclusive development.   

5. A policy brief summarizing the main issues, debates and outcomes and Action Plan circulated to all 
participants. 
 

Expected participants 
 
150-200 participants are expected from around the world, including:  

 Policy and decision makers;  

 Representatives of Ministries and Departments of Education, Information and Communications, Social 
Affairs and Health, Women and Child Development; 

 Teacher training institutes; 

 Disabled peoples organizations, civil society; 

 Representatives from the IT industry; 

 Information and media professionals, and 

 Other stakeholders.  

 

Conference Convenors  
 

UNESCO Communication and Information Sector 
UNESCO New Delhi Office 
Brotherhood, We Care Film Festival  
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UNESCO’s approach6 
 
UNESCO promotes the concept of Knowledge Societies which are inclusive, pluralistic, equitable, open and 
participatory. UNESCO is also committed to the implementation of the Plan of Action adopted by the World 
Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) that includes two important areas for persons with disabilities, namely 
access to information and knowledge and capacity building7. In the framework of these concepts, UNESCO 
advocates the rights and needs of persons with disabilities and fosters effective utilization of ICTs, which are 
accessible, adaptive and affordable.  
 
Furthermore, UNESCO, as one of the specialised UN agencies, promotes and supports the implementation of the 
UNCRPD, and reaffirms that all persons with all types of disability can enjoy all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. A number of the UNCRPD principles are linked to UNESCO’s core mandate and actions. UNESCO 
believes that in the areas of its competence, the Organization has a moral duty to work towards the removal of 
all barriers preventing the meaningful participation of people with disabilities in their respective societies, and is 
committed to investing its expertise and efforts to unlock their vast potential.  
 
The Organization believes that ICTs are particularly effective tools in the outreach to marginalized communities 
both in terms of accessing information and knowledge and encouraging the participation in the development of 
ICT content and applications by persons with disabilities.  

 

Brotherhood and We Care Filmfest8  
 

BROTHERHOOD has been using the audio-visual media since 2002 to initiate discussions and dialogue for the 
integration of people with disabilities into the mainstream of society. Through several projects, we have 
demonstrated that film and documentaries can be a powerful medium for educating the public about disability 
issues, dispelling myths, stereotypes and misconceptions about persons with disabilities, and promoting a new 
approach to disability which guarantees equal rights and opportunities and equal access. 
 
Creating awareness on disability issues through the medium of films is a new concept to India, although such 
festivals have been held before in various countries around the world. Research shows that in most countries, 
the majority of children with disabilities do not know any disabled adults and, consequently, many have difficulty 
in imagining their future. Audio-visual medium can provide opportunities for them to observe adults with 
disabilities undertaking a wide variety of activities; in other words, introducing them to positive role models. 
 
BROTHERHOOD is a pioneer in organizing film festivals on disability issues in India. Since 2003 they have 
organized five international Special Film Festivals jointly organized by the World Bank the National Trust, Tamana 
Welfare Society and Asian Academy of Film and Television, Icongo, Iridium Interactive etc. The aim of the We 
Care Film Festivals is to create awareness about disability issues through the medium of films and to foster 
integration in society by spreading the message of ability. The festival is aimed at giving a fillip to the rights-based 
approach where persons with disability are considered persons first and foremost. We Care aims to remove the 
myths, misconceptions, prejudices and stereotypes about disabled persons and disability among society through 
the medium of films. 
 

  

                                                           
6
 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/ 

7
 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/access-for-people-with-disabilities/ 

8
 http://www.wecarefilmfest.net/home.php 
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Contact information  
 
Conference 
 
UNESCO: 
Mr Indrajit Banerjee,   
Director, Knowledge Societies Division,   
Communication and Information Sector, UNESCO  
Email: i.banerjee@unesco.org 
 
Ms Iskra Panevska,  
Advisor for Communication and Information in Asia-Pacific Region  
UNESCO Office in New Delhi  
Email: i.panevska@unesco.org 
 
Ms Irmgarda Kasinskaite-Buddeberg,   
Programme Specialist, Knowledge Societies Division,   
Communication and Information Sector, UNESCO  
Email: i.kasinskaite@unesco.org 
 
Film festival 
 
Mr Satish Kapoor 
United Nations Volunteer and Recipient of Acharya Vinobha Bhave National Volunteer Award 
Founder and Director 
Brotherhood and We Care Filmfest 
Director/Secretary 
Concerned Action (CAN) 
Emails: wecarefilmfest@gmail.com, brotherhood94@gmail.com 
 

Supporters of the conference 
 
Government of India, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Department of Disability Affairs 

Date of the international event 

 
The date of the international conference to be confirmed by the organizers. Tentavely, the conference could take 
place between December 2013 and February 2014. 

 
Working Language 
 
English 
 

Conference Venue  
 
To be confirmed. 
 

mailto:wecarefilmfest@gmail.com
mailto:brotherhood94@gmail.com
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Weblinks 
 
For more information on the subject, we recommend you to visit: 
 
UNESCO website on Access to Information and Knowledge for People with Disabilities:  
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/access-for-
people-with-disabilities/  
 
UNESCO Global Report “Opening New Avenue for Empowerment:  
ICTs to Access Information and Knowledge for Persons with Disabilities (2013).  
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002197/219767e.pdf 
 
Disability at a Glance 2012: Strengthening the Evidence Base in Asia and the Pacific.  

UNESCAP Reference No.: ST/ESCAP/2642  

http://www.unescap.org/publications/detail.asp?id=1521 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
Regional Stakeholder Consultation for the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Final Review of 
the Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012, Bangkok, 14 – 16 
December 2011. Item 5 of the provisional agenda. Consideration of the draft outcome document of the 
High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Final Review of the Implementation of the Asian and 
Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012. 
http://unescapsdd.org/sites/test/files/RSC_INGOTS_20111129%20%20final.pdf 
 
Brotherhood and We Care Filmfest 
http://www.wecarefilmfest.net/home.php 
 
Government of India, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Department of Disability Affairs 

http://socialjustice.nic.in/ 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/access-for-people-with-disabilities/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/access-for-people-with-disabilities/
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002197/219767e.pdf
http://www.unescap.org/publications/detail.asp?id=1521
http://unescapsdd.org/sites/test/files/RSC_INGOTS_20111129%20%20final.pdf
http://www.wecarefilmfest.net/home.php

