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Quality Indicators for Inclusive Education

As you are aware, the national and international thrust on school education with focus on inclusive education has assumed significance in education policy.  The Right to Education (RTE) backed by the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) initiative at the elementary stage is testimony to it.   Rashtrya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) initiative at the secondary stage complements this initiative.

Quality inclusive education is the goal.  In order to provide quality inclusive education in all institutions multiple learning resources and multi-level learning using Universal Learning Design (ULD) are to be used. It implies that all schools, teacher development, practices and infrastructure would converge to ensure optimal learning by all children.  

The Quality Councils of India (QCI) and its constitution board, NABET in collaboration with Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Brotherhood, Delhi and several professionals have developed quality indicators for inclusive education in regular schools.  This is a step to encourage achieving excellence in inclusive schools.  The indicators of quality inclusive schools with a road map to achieve excellence therefore need to be spelt out.  
Quality Indicators are developed through action learning and by observing the practices in the classrooms of regular schools, including Government and Private schools that have been educating CWD in their schools. The practices are based on the guidelines issued by the various Government Departments / agencies such as SSA, CCD, NCERT, etc. and accreditation agencies such as CBSE and ICSE.  Inputs were also obtained from various Experts in inclusive/special education, general teachers, special educators, counselors and parents of CWD who made significant contribution to this exercise. 

These indicators will help to determine whether the policies and guidelines are inclusive; policy barriers to inclusive practices; and gaps between policies and practices of inclusive education.

Quality Indicators are most effectively used in conjunction with a self-assessment process that helps to measure the current levels of implementation and guide movement forward targeted practices. The process of self-assessment should, as a matter of course, generate management information about the overall quality, which, in turn, can then be used to develop goals, objectives and a set of targeted actions to drive improvement in inclusive practices. These indicators are designed to be a technical assistance tool and can be used by schools to  
a) assess the current status of inclusive education practices; 
b) identify areas of strength as well as areas in which further development is needed; and 
c)  develop a strategic school improvement plan for inclusive education.

Benefits to the participants
1. Participants will be trained in documentation of best practices in Inclusive Education

2. Participants will be  registered as Inclusive Education Experts with QCI
3. TISS, QCI and Brotherhood are designing course curriculum for Post Graduate course in Inclusive Education and expertise and learning of all the participants during the sharing workshop will be included in the proposed course curriculum. Due credit will be given to each participant.
This Quality Indicators are designed 

1. as goal directed a technical assistance tool – not a monitoring device

2. to act as a catalyst for change and can be used in a number of different ways, as:

· an educational opportunity to learn about the key indicators develop to an inclusive culture and the factors that charter their movement forward; 

· a qualitative self-assessment of a school staff’s attitudes, practices, policies and procedures around inclusion;

· a reflective process to examine and challenge underlying assumptions, beliefs and values that influence stakeholder behavior; 

· A resource in action planning toward school improvement plans 

Workshop

A series of sharing workshops are proposed to be organized to prepare contextualized School Inclusive Education Development Plan (SIED P) through School Inclusive Education Development Team (SIED Team). (As per the circular of CBSE). The purpose of the sharing workshop is to share the above mentioned quality Inclusive documents.  

Key Promoters

1. NATIONAL ACCREDITATION BOARD OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING (NABET) OF QUALITY COUNCIL OF INDIA (QCI)
2. CENTRE FOR DISABILITY STUDIES AND ACTON (CDSA), TISS, Mumbai: Since 2011, Discussions have been held with Dr. Srilatha Juvva, Professor and Dr. Sandhya Limaye, Associate Professor, CDSA, School of Social Works, TISS.  (Both are former Chairperson of the CDSA).
3. PROF. N K JANGIRA is heading this project. He retired as Professor Education with additional expertise in special education from NCERT.  Worked as Senior Education Specialist in the World Bank.  Led the team on District Primary Education Project and Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan in India.  Designed and implemented the field research Project Integrated Education for Disabled (PIED) with support from UNICEF.  Chaired the UNESCO team to develop cycle plan in in 1988 for education of children with special Needs.  Worked on the UNESCO international team for the Development of Teacher Education Resource Pack for Inclusive Education.  Key intervention in the Salmanca Conference 1994 on special needs.  Worked as Principal, Elementary Teacher Training Institute in Sikkim and Secretary Education with the Government of Sikkim and so on…
4. DEPUTY CHIEF COMMISSIONER FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITY
5. BROTHERHOOD is working in disability sector for more than two decades with the mission of inclusion of all CWD in the inclusive settings with a belief that Inclusion is a philosophy of supporting children with and without disability in their learning and how students, teachers, and administrators view the potential of all children with a belief that all students can learn and achieve together.  A truly inclusive schooling environment is one in which students with the full range of abilities receive their education in the same settings with appropriate support.  BROTHERHOOD is also organizer of We Care Film Festival on disability issues.
B-4/156, (Basement), Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi-110029 Tel, 9899472065
Email:brotherhood94@gmail.com, kapurish@gmail.com, Website: wecarefilmfestival.net
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